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Lake Toxaway United Methodist Church 

Community Worship Service 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost, October 17th 

 

9:30 A.M. Livestream link: https://youtu.be/qaSGXAfhUmQ  

RINGING OF THE BELL – Please observe silence as we prepare for the service 

PRELUDE 

Variations on “Immortal, Invisible”  Austin C. Lovelace 

GREETING  

L: Power and might and majesty belong to God who created and is creating. 

P: Thanks be to God for God’s mighty wonders. 

L: Like the image of the powerful wind, and heavens as a garment, God’s majesty is 

revealed in all creation. 

P: We look around us at the wonders and marvel and the infinite variety and 

beauty which God has created. 

L: Who are we, that God should pay attention to us? 

P: We are God’s beloved children, the stewards whom God has selected to 

care for God’s world. AMEN. 

HYMN #103 
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 
 

OPENING PRAYER (Please be seated) 

Lord, everywhere we look we see the imprint of your creative love. The 
wondrous works of nature show your majesty. As we gather today to 
celebrate your love and creation, keep us mindful that we are part of that 
created order, meant to be stewards and not destroyers. Prepare us to work 
for you in ministries of peace and justice. AMEN. 

  

https://youtu.be/qaSGXAfhUmQ
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Job 38:1-7, (34-41) 

38:1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

38:2 "Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

38:3 Gird up your loins like a man, I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

38:4 "Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have 
understanding. 

38:5 Who determined its measurements--surely you know! Or who stretched the line 
upon it? 

38:6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone 

38:7 when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for 
joy? 

38:34 "Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, so that a flood of waters may cover 
you? 

38:35 Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go and say to you, 'Here we 
are'? 

38:36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts, or given understanding to the mind? 

38:37 Who has the wisdom to number the clouds? Or who can tilt the waterskins of 
the heavens, 

38:38 when the dust runs into a mass and the clods cling together? 

38:39 "Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 

38:40 when they crouch in their dens, or lie in wait in their covert? 

38:41 Who provides for the raven its prey, when its young ones cry to God, and 
wander about for lack of food? 

Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c (Please read responsively the bold text) 

104:1 Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, you are very great. You 
are clothed with honor and majesty, 

104:2 wrapped in light as with a garment. You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 

104:3 you set the beams of your chambers on the waters, you make the 
clouds your chariot, you ride on the wings of the wind, 

104:4 you make the winds your messengers, fire and flame your ministers. 

104:5 You set the earth on its foundations, so that it shall never be shaken. 

104:6 You cover it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the 
mountains. 

104:7 At your rebuke they flee; at the sound of your thunder they take to 
flight. 
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104:8 They rose up to the mountains, ran down to the valleys to the place that you 
appointed for them. 

104:9 You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they might not 
again cover the earth. 

104:24 O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 

104:35c Praise the LORD! 

Hebrews 5:1-10 

5:1 Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to 
God on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 

5:2 He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject 
to weakness; 

5:3 and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of 
the people. 

5:4 And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, 
just as Aaron was. 

5:5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"; 

5:6 as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever, according to the order of 
Melchizedek." 

5:7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. 

5:8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 

5:9 and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all 
who obey him, 

5:10 having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

Mark 10:35-45 (Please stand for the Gospel) 

10:35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." 

10:36 And he said to them, "What is it you want me to do for you?" 

10:37 And they said to him, "Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your glory." 

10:38 But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am ++9baptized 

with?" 
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10:39 They replied, "We are able." Then Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you will 
drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 

10:40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared." 

10:41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 

10:42 So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those 
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them. 

10:43 But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must 
be your servant, 

10:44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 

10:45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many." 

L: This is the word of the Lord for the people of Christ. 

P: Thanks be to God.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, who shows us how to serve through the service of Jesus Christ/ look 
upon us with understanding. We have dedicated ourselves to the service of 
folly; and finally, in the noontide of our foolishness, we have the gall to ask 
with the sons of Zebedee, "Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we 
ask of you." 

In the high noon of your infinite mercy, you ask, "What do you want me to do 
for you?" Unrepentant, we muster the further audacity not to ask, but to 
demand, "Grant us to sit beside you in your glory." When you gently warn 
that we do not know what we are asking, we are impudent enough to claim, 
"We are able to drink the cup that you drink, and to be baptized with the 
baptism with which you are baptized." You are right, Lord; we do not know 
what we ask, for the cup is filled with the wine of servanthood, and the 
baptism is unto sacrifice even to the point of suffering. And that service, that 
sacrifice, is your glory. 

We do not understand, but you do. And so, you are patient. You tolerate our 
prideful indiscretions, our arrogant presumptions. And then, you take up your 
teaching again, for it is plain that we do not yet understand what greatness 
resides in the choice to be servant, what majesty abides in the choice to be 
least. 

Forgive our slow reaming, God. Forgive our blustery confidence that erupts in 
speech when silence would be better, yet holds its tongue when one word 
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could be decisive. And forgive our haughty swaggering, that struts amidst 
the weak when kneeling would be better, yet bends the knee when one step 
could be forever. 

We ask your forgiveness, O Lord, in the name of the One who came not to be 
served but to serve. We ask forgiveness, that by your great mercy we might 
find that we are able, despite and because of who we are.  We pray in the 
name of Jesus, the Christ.  Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

God hears the cries of our hearts, sees our actions, knows our attitudes. In the midst of 
our sinfulness, God reaches out to heal and forgive us. Receive the forgiveness which 
God has offered to you. Live in God’s love.  

In the name of Christ, you are forgiven.  Amen. 

In the name of Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Hallelujah! 

HOMILY 

STATEMENT OF FAITH #880 (The Nicene Creed) 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man.  
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son, he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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GLORIA PATRI (UMH #70) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. Amen. 

HYMN #581  

Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service 
Located in the back of the bulletin - (Printed w/ permission) 

OFFERING 

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches 

 

OFFERTORY  

I Will Arise and Go to Jesus        arr. Robert J. Powell 
 

DOXOLOGY 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

God of great blessing, but even greater lessons, remind us again who gives 

life and who receives it. Sometimes, like Job, we need to have our 

questioning answered with a lesson – we need to learn that we are not the 

ones in charge in the universe. The gifts we bring this morning are not a 

down payment toward future favor, but a token of a debt we will never be 

able to repay. May we gain wisdom in the giving, and may these gifts be 

blessed for your glory, not ours. In Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

  

https://www.wnccumc.org/online-donations-to-churches
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CLOSING HYMN #529 
How Firm a Foundation 

Located in the back of the bulletin - (printed w/permission) 
 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
 

Psalm 117        Emma Lou Diemer 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

From the Worship Committee 

Please observe silence when the bell rings, the music starts and the pastor is 
proceeding in.  This will also help those in the sanctuary and those worshiping from 
home to reflect and prepare for the service. 

Memorial Service: 

Paul Bergren’s Memorial Service will be 11:00 AM on Saturday, November 6, 2021 

Lost glasses 

Did anyone pick up a pair of glasses from the second pew on the right side of the church 
facing the altar on 10/3? If so, please let Saunders know. 

Administrative Council Meeting  

There will be a follow-up Administrative Council meeting on Friday, November 12 at 9:00 AM in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Please reach out to Tom Blackstock with any questions. 

LTUMC App for your Smart Phone 

The LTUMC app is available to download it from either the App Store or the Play Store. Search 
for "Lake Toxaway UMC". You do not need to a registered member of the church to download 
and use the app. 

Flowers outside the church & in the Memorial Garden 

Thank you to Paula and Fred Markert for the Fall flowers they planted at the front of the 
church and in the Memorial Garden. 

Outreach – Feeding those at The Haven  

Thank you to John & Char Holbrook who fed those staying at The Haven Oct.3rd. 

LTUMC Volunteer Opportunities 

Ushers are needed to hand out bulletins at the beginning of the service. Please reach out to 
John Shoemaker at trestlegap@gmail.com 

Partners are needed to be paired with a student scholar during the school year. Please reach 
out to Judy Lefler at judylefler1@gmail.com 

Liturgists are needed for the Sunday services especially during the winter months.  Please 
reach out to Saunders Grommesh at administrator@laketoxawayumc.org  

  

mailto:trestlegap@gmail.com
mailto:judylefler1@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@laketoxawayumc.org
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PRAYER CONCERNS OF THE COMMUNITY 

Please pray for Peter Elder, Keith and Jackie Skivington, Jack Jeter, Renee 
Alexander, Kitty Neff, John & Sue Thomas, Donna Parker, Chad & Anne Zimmerman, 
Marty Young, Cathie Fussell’s brother, Lonnie Taylor and nephew, Jeff Tilley, Judy 
Lefler’s friend Barbara Cline-Sanibel, Bobbi Moore’s sister, Nancy Schubert, Bill 
Holden and Frank Hardin. 

Please pray for Houston Hudson, Marcus’ brother-in-law who was admitted into the 
hospital in Greenville, SC with Covid-19 yesterday.  He had been fully vaccinated 
and has an auto immune disease. 

Please pray for those having or had surgery for recovery, those who have had the 
death of a loved one recently.  Especially for Aubrey Stowell’s, Paul Bergren’s and 
little Conor’s family as they experienced the passing of their loved one. 

Please pray for our student scholars. 

October is clergy appreciation month. Please pray for Marcus, our pastor and we 
thank him for all he does for us. 

STAFF & LAY VOLUNTEERS 

Pastor:  Marcus Dodson: 828-553-0282, marcus61dodson@gmail.com 

Organist:  Charlie Steele: cwsorgan@comporium.net  
Church Administrator: Saunders Grommesh, 469-569-2314, administrator@laketoxawayumc.org 
Lay Leaders:  Barbara Kline: 828-862-5585 and Paula Markert: 828-553-9434 

Audio/Visual for Livestream Chair: Andy Harvill 
Liturgist: Carole Guffey 

  

mailto:marcus61dodson@gmail.com
mailto:cwsorgan@comporium.net
mailto:administrator@laketoxawayumc.org
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